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Background 
It has been brought to our attention that the German Armed Forces are planning to carry out ship shock trials 
in the vicinity of Damp on the Baltic Sea coast. In ship shock trials, explosive charges of different sizes are 
fired close to the ship's hull in order to draw conclusions on the shock resistance of ships as a function of the 
charge size. Depending on the size of the charge, marine mammals, fish and seabirds are subject to significant 
impact up to several kilometers away.  
 
Trials seem to have been scheduled for the fourth quarter of 2018, i.e. starting in October. After criticism 
from German citizens, some say that trials will instead be carried out in Danish or Swedish waters.  
 
Coalition Clean Baltic would like to draw the attention of HELCOM Parties to this matter, and pose the 
following questions to Germany: 

- What is the extent of the trials, e.g. number of charges and TNT equivalents? 
- When are the trials planned to take place? 
- Has an environmental impact assessment been carried out? 
- Are any mitigation measures planned to minimize the impact on marine mammals, fish and seabirds? 
- Is it correct that trails may be re-located to Swedish or Danish waters? 

 
CCB urges parties to be aware of the threat posed to marine mammals, fish and seabirds by ship shock trials, 
and urges Germany to shed light on the present situation with scheduled trials in Schönhagen at Damp/Baltic 
Sea 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to:  

− consider presented information;  
− urge Germany to respond to the questions posed  
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